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Developing
Global Citizens

who can think, learn and act
independently.



AMICUSInternational School 
Educational Foundation

Developing global citizens who can think, 
learn and act independently in a learning 
environment where students forge their 
own paths for the future.
To become independent, one must develop the ability to think for 
himself/herself. Every child is a unique, independent being, and each 
one of them will also have his/her unique set of issues to deal with in 
his/her life. Though some help may be available, each child still has to 
solve such issues on his/her own in the end. This is precisely the reason 
why one must have the ability to think independently. In other words, 
this ability to think for oneself is the foundation of an independent being, 
and it is the core of one’s vitality.
One needs to learn to become independent. Learning gives knowledge, 
and based on this knowledge, children develop their own worldview. 
With rich, accurate knowledge, a child’s worldview will likely be broader 
and more universal. AMICUS will guide children to a significant 
understanding of people and phenomena. Education at AMICUS aims to 
equip children with depth and breadth of knowledge, fostering the 
development of clever, healthy, self-sufficient children.
Cult ivat ing such indiv iduals require the abil ity to communicate 
effectively with others. Children need to have companions when 
developing their communication abilities in order to gain a sense of 
identity and a truer understanding of self. The AMICUS focus on 
educating children in English is rooted in the reality that English is a 
valuable tool for communicating with the people of the world. With a 
working knowledge of English, children will have the language resources 
to facilitate enriched contacts with the people and cultures of the world. 
In the process, children will gain a better understanding of themselves 
and their own country. Lively, flexible communication will help to 
develop a unique, creative persona. We anticipate that children will reap 
the benefits of expanding their communication through English and 
Japanese, through a greater sense of partnership with people, and with 
more appreciation and deeper respect for the people of this world. Such 
ability to communicate will become their strength to take actions.
In understanding and appreciating people’s differences, we strongly 
affirm a policy of non-discrimination, in terms of ethnicity, national 
origin, religion, gender, and disability. We value the strength in diversity 
among the people of the world. We understand that by underlining 
people’s differences, there can be difficulty in equitably assessing some of 
the world’s most challenging issues. Children need awareness, intellect, 
and sensitivity to understand and to act on the facts of a matter. Children 
of diverse backgrounds gathering together to learn at AMICUS in the 
same space is the embodiment of the essence of globalized education.
A school is a highly socialized entity that is profoundly influenced by 
society at large. At the same time, a school nourishes and enriches 
society. A society builds schools, and schools provide the building blocks 
for a society. AMICUS aims to serve our community and the world by 
contributing to society through educating children to value their lives as 
thinkers, life-long learners, and doers.

Educational Philosophy



What’s AMICUS ?
AMICUS means “friend” in Latin. It is also the root of the Spanish word 
“amigo.” The word “agudus” means “close friend / classmate” in the 
Miyako-jima dialect. A certain theory unveils the possibility that it 
reflects a Spanish influence via the Philippines.

The emblem of AMICUS is modeled after 
the Okinawa Rail, which is the endemic 
Okinawan bird officially recognized as a 
new species in 1981. It has been well 
known among the people in Yanbaru, and 
the bird is called “Agachi” or “Yamadui.” 
Scientific name: Rallus okinawae

AMICUS emblem





English
Science

Mathematics

Japanese

Characteristic of Subjects in AMICUS
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Social
Studies

The English program at Amicus is led by a team of licensed 
teaching professionals brought to Okinawa from around the 
world.  These teachers, with diverse backgrounds, use the 
Ontario Language Arts curriculum from Canada to build our 
students language skills. 
Amicus exposes students to a balance of 5 vital English 
language skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing and 
media literacy. Students begin their exposure to English from 
Kindergarten with the introduction of phonics, songs and the 
foundations for reading and writing.  
Students learn to read from levelled reading texts and 
gradually move to novels. Students learn to write a wide 
variety of texts (essay, poetry, formal and casual letter) with 

the lengths growing longer and more complex as they move through our 
language arts program.  Media literacy skills include understanding the 
construction of and creating media like posters, brochures, movies and 
commercials.  This critical 21st century skill is taught in depth at Amicus 
starting in Grade 1.   Students prepare and present individual or group work 
during each language unit at Amicus to reinforce their speaking and listening 
skills.
The goal of the English program at Amicus is to instill students with the skills 
they need to be able to enter and succeed in an English speaking high school in 
the country of their choice. 

The Amicus science team emphasizes the hands on 
experiences of the five senses; seeing, touching, smelling, 
hearing and sometimes tasting. Students receive a 
balanced foundation through textbooks and deepen their 
scientific understanding by coming in contact with the 
many mysteries of the world and trying to uncover the 
secrets behind them.  In addition to Japanese national 
textbooks, Science Fusion texts from the US and other 
digital resources are also utilized to enrich student 
learning.  In class teachers place an importance on 
cu r i o s i t y  and  the  j oy  o f  
d i s c o v e r i n g  i n  a  s a f e  
environment. The joyful noise 
of learning can be heard in 
and  a r ound  t h e  Am i cu s  
science rooms every day. 

At AMICUS, mathematics emphasizes not only the content to 
be taught, but also the processes and daily relevance of 
learning mathematics. We use the English version of MEXT 
textbooks and supplement it with other resources, such as 
Singapore Math for the lower grades.
Students benefit from the close collaboration between the 
English and Japanese teachers, through team teaching, 
students are to gain a better grasp of the mathematical 
concepts from different perspectives. The class homeroom 
Japanese teachers work closely with the English teachers to 
support students who may encounter difficulty during math 
lesson due to a language barrier. To ensure that students 
understand their math content in both languages, Japanese 
worksheets are used on certain 
days for upper grades in the 
morning 15-minute homeroom. 
Through our math program, our 
s t uden t s  become  confiden t  
c o m m u n i c a t o r s  w i t h  
mathematical thinking skills, and 
grow to be Glocal Citizens who 
can investigate, express and make 
judgment in their personal and 
future lives.

Japanese language study at AMICUS emphasizes three 
pillars of abilities, which are the abilities to “think” , 
“learn” , and “express.” Learning of Japanese is the 
learning of “language” , in the same way as for English 
study. Utilizing the unique international AMICUS 
environment, we are actively engaging in language 
activities of “communication.” Since 2014 school year, we 
took on a chal lenge of  the 
Japanese Kanji Aptitude Test, 
“Kan-ken” , and received the 
“Excellent Group Award” for 
two consecutive years.

English Cultivating the ability 
to lead the global society

“Fun” mathematics which stimulates 
the curiosity of children

Uncovering the “Mysteries” in the World 
~ Through Hands-on Learning

Developing Children 
who Can Use “Communicative Words”

Developing the Glocal Citizens 
who “Think Independently”Mathematics

Science

Japanese Social Studies

Social studies at Amicus has 
an overall focus on students 
understanding and having 
t h e  s k i l l s  t o  b e c o m e  
p r o d u c t i v e  e n g a g e d  
members of society. The 
Japanese national social 
studies curriculum is taught 
w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  a  
t each ing  s t aff  tha t  ha s  

studied and traveled all over the world.  Classes are 
mostly project based and cover a wide variety of topics 
ranging from basic community services in the younger 
grades to complex global issues in the junior high school. 
The social studies content is examined from the 
perspective of Okinawan, Japanese and global citizens 
giving students the ability to recognize bias and multiple 
perspect ives  about  a  s ing le  i ssue.   The idea of  
understanding multiple perspectives for a single issue and 
bias are very difficult skills to learn in Japan and will give 
our students a strong foundation to live and work 
cohesively and proactively anywhere in the world. The 
social studies content at Amicus is specifically taught to 
promote the Amicus concept of Glocal citizen a major 
part of our school philosophy. 
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G7-G9
Towards Independent 

Stage

Students develop a higher level of autonomy as they 
form various student bodies such as student council 
and sub committees. They discover their potential 
through personal research activities and projects. 
Students start forming goals for their future as they 
prepare for higher education.

Culminating the K-9 Consecutive Education
 The Stage to Establish “Self”

 for Independence.

In the classes of each subject in Junior High School, our students are asked to build up their knowledge through 
collaborative studies, and to logically compile and present their own opinions in the report assignments, discussions and 
debates. Throughout the ninth grade (senior year in Junior High School), students engage in “individual project,” where 
they set up their own themes, conduct surveys/research, and make presentations. Combining such “Dispatching” ability 
developed in this project with “Language fluency” which is accumulated throughout the elementary school years, will be 
the driving force to launch the students into the internationalized society.

Daily Schedule 
(JHS)

 8：15〜8：30

 8：30〜8：55

 8：55〜10：40

 10：40〜10：50

10：50〜12：35

12：35〜13：40

13：40〜15：25

15：25〜15：35

15：35　　　

Arrival / Morn
ing Work

Short time learnin
g / Homeroom

1st & 2nd peri
ods

Preparation / 
Transition

3rd & 4th peri
ods

Lunch / Recess
 / Cleaning

5th & 6th peri
ods

Homeroom

Dismissal

Learning Emphasizing the OUTPUT

In junior high school, students begin to engage and play a 
central role in high level of self-governance through the 
“Student Council / Sub Committees.” Students themselves 
think out the ideas for improving the school, and by 
planning and executing the activities they gain the skill 
to l ive autonomously in the society. The execut ive 
members are elected by democratic election and they 
begin to gain the capacity to act as leaders through 
training activities such as leadership training. Since such 
act iv it ies are conducted beyond the borders of the 
courses and grades, students can deepen the exchange 
among the students from other grades and courses.

High Level of Self-governance

AMICUS do not have high school. To assist our students 
to venture out from AMICUS to each of their future 
endeavors, we support them to find and take the first step 
toward each of their dreams. Through attending the 
career study session, lectures and classroom activities, 
students can listen in the stories of successful people 
f rom var ious fields, talk out their dreams with one 
another, and prepare for their future journeys. For the 
students advancing to Japanese senior high schools, we 
provide once a week supplementary mathematics and 
science classes that are taught in Japanese.

Supporting the Voyage
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Current students and teaching staff welcome 
new children by showing their performance.

AMICUS

April Kindergarten / Elementary 
School Entrance Ceremonies

April School Commencement Ceremony
(Elem. & JHS) March Graduation / Gd Completion Ceremony

(Elementary / JHS) March Kindergarten Graduation Ceremony

June~Sept.Snorkeling
 (Elem. & JHS)June Peace Studies December Performance Day February Sixth Grade School Trip

June Sports Day

Children think about peace and express it in 
pictures and writings on the occasion of Okinawa 
Memorial Day. Peace assembly will also be held.

Children go snorkeling in the sea off Onna 
village under the guidance of instructors.

Every year, a theme is decided and children 
perform songs and dances. Children experience 
the joy of performing what they have practiced.

Students went on a two-night, three-day 
school trip to Nara, Kyoto, Osaka, and Kobe 
(in 2014 school year).

It is an exciting start to a new school year, 
with new classmates. Students are excited 
about the announcement of their class 
teacher.

Together with family members, students 
enjoy sports.

A graduation certificate is awarded to each graduating 
child. Every year, graduating students sing in a chorus and 
make presentations on their memories of the past school 
year. It is a joyful moment to see how they are growing.

A graduation certificate is awarded to each 
graduating child, and each child will step 
forward to advancing into elementary school.

Parent / Guardian Visiting Day
There are two parent/guardian visiting days a year for 
the kindergarten, while there are three such days for 
both the elementary and junior high schools. At some 
grade levels, an event with the participation of parents 
and guardians will be organized at the end of a semester.

Long School Holidays
Long school holidays include spring (approx. two 
weeks), summer (approx. one month), fall (approx. 
one week), and winter (approx. two weeks) breaks.

An excursion or field trips takes place at each grade level to experience natures and cultures.Excursions and Field Trips

[First Term] April ~ September [Second Term] October ~ March

Annual
Calendar








